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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH

147 West Forest Street

Clyde, Ohio

Third Sunday in Advent

December 15, 2024
8:00 a.m.

Holy Communion ~ Setting Four
* = those who are able may stand
Song numbers with “BB” are from the “The Best of the Best” songbook

Prelude
Bell & Announcements

3rd Sunday of Advent Wreath Lighting

*
The Hymn
“Light One Candle . . .”    (verses 1 – 3)
No.
240

*Confession & Forgiveness

Pg.
94
P:
In the name of the Father,

and of the ☩ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
P:
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C:
Amen.
P:
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P:
Most merciful God,

C:
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.
P:
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C:
Amen.
*The Hymn
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”
No.
244
*The Apostolic Greeting
Pg.
147
P:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:
And also with you.
*The Kyrie

Pg.
147
P:
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

P:
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.
P:
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

P:
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

P:
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

C:
Amen.

The Prayer of the Day (in unison)



Lord Jesus Christ, give ear to our prayers, and lighten the darkness of our hearts by your gracious visitation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

The First Lesson ~ Zephaniah 3:14-20
14“Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel!  Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!  15The Lord has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared away your enemies.  The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil.  16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:  Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak.  17The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.  18I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer suffer reproach.  19Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors.  And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.  20At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you together; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the Lord.

L:
The Word of the Lord.

C:
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 85
1Lord, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob.

2You forgave the iniquity of your people; you covered all their sin.

3You withdrew all your wrath; you turned from your hot anger.

4Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away your indignation toward us!

5Will you be angry with us forever?  Will you prolong your anger to all generations?

6Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you?

7Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.

8Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to folly.

9Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, that glory may dwell in our land.

10Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace kiss each other.

11Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and righteousness looks down from the sky.

12Yes, the Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.

13Righteousness will go before him and make his footsteps a way.

L:
Here ends the reading of the Psalm.

C:
Thanks be to God.

The Second Lesson ~ Philippians 4:4-7
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.  5Let your reasonableness be known to everyone.  The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

L:
The Word of the Lord.

C:
Thanks be to God.
*The “Gospel Acclamation”

Pg.
151
Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia.
P:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 7th chapter.

C:
Glory to You, O Lord.
*The Gospel ~ Luke 7:18-35
18The disciples of John reported all these things to him.  And John, 19calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”  20And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’”  21In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight.  22And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard:  the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them.  23And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”  24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John:  “What did you go out into the wilderness to see?  A reed shaken by the wind?  25What then did you go out to see?  A man dressed in soft clothing?  Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts.  26What then did you go out to see?  A prophet?  Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.  27This is he of whom it is written, ‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’  28I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John.  Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”  29(When all the people heard this, and the tax collectors too, they declared God just, having been baptized with the baptism of John, 30but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.)  31“To what then shall I compare the people of this generation, and what are they like?  32They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’  33For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’  34The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look at him!  A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’  35Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.”

P:
The Gospel of the Lord.

C:
Praise to You, O Christ.
Sermon:
“The Peace of God!”


based on Philippians 4:4-7

The Rev. Dr. Tim Hubert

*Song
“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
No.
272
*Prayers of Intercession
For the Church, the world, for one another, and for the sake of all people, let us pray to the Lord.
A brief silence
Heavenly Father, thank You for the gifts You lavish upon us in Jesus!  Thank You for every blessing you grant in this sin-damaged and death-shadowed world.  Thank You for Your peace that passes human understanding and endures past human malice.  Whatever our circumstances, give us hearts filled with joy and hope.  Give us grace to thank You for Jesus, and to lead others to the joy of knowing him.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Make Your Church beautiful with faithfulness, holiness, and joy.  May its love for Jesus gladden many hearts.  Let Your persecuted Church rejoice in knowing You are near.  Let their gentleness be known to everyone, even their tormentors.  Guard all our minds and hearts in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Turn your face toward those whom it is easy to ignore:  prisoners, refugees, and people in mental institutions, nursing homes, or homeless shelters.  Help us to shed the light of Your love upon them through acts of simple human kindness.  Help us to speak Your word of peace, forgiveness, and salvation to them through our words of encouragement and mercy.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bless the people of this congregation.  Let us be a people in whom Your Word is fulfilled:  “Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other.  He will speak peace to His people, to His faithful, to those who turn to Him in their hearts.”
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Make the leaders of every nation acknowledge Your justice, and govern in obedience to it.  Let faithfulness spring up from every human heart, and Your righteousness look down from the sky.  Strengthen, protect, and guide our military, first responders, and aid workers.  Show them Your steadfast love and direct their deeds in righteous pathways.  Bring the blessing of peace to us all.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Help all who suffer to turn to Jesus, who made the deaf hear, the blind see, and the lame walk.  We especially pray for: 
Jerry

Ruth

Betty

Gene
Tim
Toni

Danyelle

Pastor Amy

Bill

Mary

Ed
Joanne
Give them grace to not worry about anything, but lift their needs to You by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving.  Grant Your peace to them and all who love them, and guard their hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, as we await the coming of Your Son in glory, we also anticipate reunion with our beloved dead.  Help us comfort all who grieve.  Make us gentle, joyful, and steadfast in love.  And we pray:  rejoice over Your people with gladness.  Renew us in love.  Exult over us with loud singing.  Remove from us all sin and evil, so that we will not bear their reproach.  Bring us, with all whom Jesus has redeemed, into Your everlasting home, where we shall rejoice in Your goodness forever.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For all these things; for all we lift before You in the silence of our hearts; and for everything that You know we need, we pray in the name and power of our Lord Jesus Christ, and commend into Your mighty and merciful hands.

Amen.
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED
(back cover of hymnal)

I believe in God, the Father almighty,


creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,


who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,


born of the virgin Mary,


suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died, and was buried;


he descended into hell.


On the third day he rose again;


he ascended into heaven,


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.  Amen

*The Peace of the Lord

Pg.
152
P:
The peace of the Lord be with you.

C:
And also, with you.

*The Passing of the Peace
(please remain in place)
The Offering

*The Offering Prayer (#3)
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our possessions.  Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving
Pg.
152
P:
The Lord be with you.

C:
And also, with you.

P:
Lift up your hearts.

C:
We lift them to the Lord.
P:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*The Proper Preface
P:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you., almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when He comes to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*“Holy, Holy, Holy…”
Pg.
153
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
*The Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

*The “Lord’s Prayer”
Pg.
154
P:
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.  Amen.

*Invitation to Communion
Pg.
154
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

Holy Communion

All baptized believers in Jesus Christ as Lord are invited to receive communion today.  Please follow the directions of the ushers.  Children who have not yet received their “first communion” are also invited to come forward, to receive a blessing.

*The Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood…

*Prayer After Communion

P:
Let us pray.

O God, we give You thanks that You have set before us this feast, the body and blood of You Son.  By Your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:
Amen.
*The Hymn
“Once in Royal David’s City”
No.
269
*The Benediction
Pg.
155
*The Dismissal


L:
Go in peace. . . 

C:
Thanks be to God.
The Postlude

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

[image: image9.emf]
Welcome to the promise of Advent:  Amid barren trees, Isaiah announces spring growth – a “shoot” representing new life in Jesus (11:1).

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God in memory of my mom, Jane Frederick, who passed away 17 years ago on December 18th given by DeAnn Krauss & Tony Paradiso.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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ALTAR FLOWER CHART & COMMUNION BREAD

SIGN UP SHEET
The signup sheets for the Altar Flowers and the Communion Bread signup sheet are located on the side of the refrigerator.  

December 15, 2024 – December 22, 2024
	Sunday the 

15th

	8:00 am ~ Holy Communion Worship

9:15 am ~ Sunday School

10:30 am ~ Holy Communion Worship

5:00 pm ~ CCYG



	Monday the 16th

	7:30 pm ~ Dartball AWAY @ with St. John’s #3



	Tuesday the 17th

	1:00 pm ~ Pericope Meeting

7:00 pm ~ Stewardship/Finance Board Meeting



	Wednesday the 18th

	11:30 am ~ Clyde Ministerial Meeting
6:00 pm ~ Youth Choir practice

7:00 pm ~ Advent Service



	Thursday the 19th
	7:00 pm ~ Church Council

7:00 pm – 8:00 pm ~ Al-Anon Meeting
8:00 pm ~ AA Meeting


	Friday the 20th

	

	Saturday the 21st

	8:00 am – 9:30 am ~ Men’s Bible Study

5:00 pm ~ Holy Communion Service



	Sunday the

22nd

	8:00 am ~ Holy Communion Worship

9:15 am ~ Sunday School

10:30 am ~ Holy Communion Worship




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Women’s Bible Study

Update

The Women’s Bible Study on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 pm has been postponed until after the Holidays.  We will resume meeting on Wednesday, January 8, 2025, at 6 pm.  The Chosen Season Two, Episode Seven will be our next Bible Study.  Remember, you can jump in at any time during our sessions.  We also have extra Season One and Two Interactive Bible Study books available for $10.00 each.  If you have any questions, please call Sherry Frasher at 419-765-7016.

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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We are forming a Call Committee for a new Pastor.  Please prayerfully consider whether you're being called to be involved with the committee.  If you would like to participate, please contact Lisa Rieman by phone or text to (989) 450-2801.  Thank you!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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If you would like the full Treasurer’s Report, please supply your name & email address to the church office.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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“BUNCO” has been

CHANGED for December from the 4th Sunday to the 5th Sunday.

Looking forward to seeing you on:
Sunday, December 29, 2024!
 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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We offer many different ways to donate to St Paul Lutheran Church. The following QR code is the latest way.  It can be used to direct you to St. Paul Lutheran Church’s electronic giving sign up page. You can always give using the church envelopes, the link on St Paul’s website at stpaulclyde.org, or donate by texting Donate/Donations to 844-440-0253 as well. Thank you for your continued support!
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Saturday - December 21, 2024 Service

5:00 pm – Worship Service
Sunday - December 22, 2024 Service

8:00 am – Worship Service

10:30 am – Worship Service

Tuesday – December 24, 2024 Service

“2024 Christmas Eve Services”
4:00 pm – Christmas Eve Service (contemporary)

7:00 pm – Christmas Eve Service (traditional)

Saturday - December 28, 2024
5:00 pm Service
Sunday – December 29, 2024
8:00 am & 10:30 am

8:00 a.m. Service

COMPUTER TECH:
Kevin Larkins
READER:
Sherry Frasher
USHERS:
Jim Sieger

Bob Jennings

Brenda Sieger

Adam Wahl
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Rev. Dr. Tim Hubert
Phone:  217-778-8017

Office Manager – Stephanie Stull
Phone:  419-547-9225

Clerical Secretary – Sherry Bouyack
Phone:  419-547-9225

Custodian – Terry Langham
Phone:  419-547-9225

Treasurer – Jim Shull
Phone:  419-355-6499

P & W Leader – Brian Farrar
Phone:  419-271-3085

Organists
Barb Gosnell

Linda Thorbahn

http://www.stpaulclyde.org
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Totals for Year-to-Date 2024

Worship Attendance for weekend of December 7 & 8, 2024 
 127
Income from January – November 30, 2024 
 $ 289,459.78
Expense for January – November 30, 2024 
 $ 301,016.76
Shortage for January – November 30, 2024 
 $ -11,556.98
Third Sunday in Advent


ELW Holy Communion


Traditional Service


Sunday, December 15, 2024


8:00 a.m.
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