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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH

147 West Forest Street

Clyde, Ohio

Third Sunday in Lent
March 23, 2025
8:00 am

Holy Communion ~ Setting Four
* = those who are able may stand
Song numbers with “BB” are from the “The Best of the Best” songbook

Prelude
Bell & Announcements

*Confession & Forgiveness

Pg.
94
P:
In the name of the Father,

and of the ☩ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
P:
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C:
Amen.
P:
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P:
Most merciful God,

C:
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.
P:
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C:
Amen.
*The Hymn
“In the Cross of Christ I Glory”
No.
324
*The Apostolic Greeting
Pg.
147
P:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:
And also, with you.
*The Kyrie

Pg.
147
P:
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

P:
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.
P:
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

P:
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

P:
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

C:
Amen.

The Prayer of the Day (in unison)



Almighty God, consider the worthy desires of Your humble servants.  Reach out to defend us from evil by the word and work of Your majestic right hand.  Grant this, we pray, through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

The First Lesson ~ Ezekiel 33:7-20
7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel.  Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me.  8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand.  9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.  10And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said:  ‘Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we rot away because of them.  How then can we live?’  11Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?  12And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him when he transgresses, and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he turns from his wickedness, and the righteous shall not be able to live by his righteousness when he sins.  13Though I say to the righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his righteousness and does injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he shall die.  14Again, though I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ yet if he turns from his sin and does what is just and right, 15if the wicked restores the pledge, gives back what he has taken by robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, not doing injustice, he shall surely live; he shall not die.  16None of the sins that he has committed shall be remembered against him.  He has done what is just and right; he shall surely live.  17Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just,’ when it is their own way that is not just.  18When the righteous turns from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it.  19And when the wicked turns from his wickedness and does what is just and right, he shall live by this.  20Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’  O house of Israel, I will judge each of you according to his ways.”

L:
The Word of the Lord.

C:
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 85
1You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.

2You have forgiven the iniquity of your people and blotted out all their sins.

3You have withdrawn all your fury and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation.

4Restore us then, O God our Savior; let your anger depart from us.

5Will you be displeased with us forever?  Will you prolong your anger from age to age?

6Will you not give us life again, that your people may rejoice in you?

7Show us your mercy, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.

8I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to him.

9Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land.

10Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

11Truth shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

12The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase.

13Righteousness shall go before him, and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

L:
Here ends the reading of the Psalm.

C:
Thanks be to God.

The Second Lesson ~ 1 Corinthians 10:1–13
1For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink.  For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ.  5Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness.  6Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did.  7Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.”  8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day.  9We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 10nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer.  11Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.  12Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.  13No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man.  God is faithful, and He will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation He will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.

L:
The Word of the Lord.

C:
Thanks be to God.

*The “Gospel Acclamation”

Pg.
151
Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
P:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 13th chapter.

C:
Glory to You, O Lord.

*The Gospel ~ Luke 13:1-9
1There were some present at that very time who told {Jesus} about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.  2And he answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way?  3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.  4Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them:  do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem?  5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”  6And he told this parable:  “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none.  7And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none.  Cut it down.  Why should it use up the ground?’  8And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure.  9Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”

P:
The Gospel of the Lord.

C:
Praise to You, O Christ.
Sermon 
Pastor Cathy Ammlung
*Song
“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”
No.
588
*Prayers of Intercession
For the Church, the world, and our poor sinful selves, let us pray to our Lord, who is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
A brief silence

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your Son.  He diagnoses our sin and provides our remedy.  Thank You for Your Holy Spirit.  He opens an escape door when we are tempted and helps us to repent when we don’t walk through.  Help us in these struggles and have mercy on us when we fall.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Make the Church Your sentinel.  Use its words and deeds to help sinners turn from evil and turn toward the Cross upon which their salvation was hung.  Keep Your persecuted servants safe in their time of testing and cause their tormentors to repent of their sin.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Help everyone in this congregation to be fruitful fig trees, abounding in righteousness, faithfulness, love, peace, and every good work.  May our lives constantly proclaim Your glory and nourish Your people.  We pray for the NALC, area congregations and today for St John’s Lutheran Church of Kittanning and for the Reverend Carl Johnson.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for everyone who is tempted to engage in sinful acts out of fear, desperation, ignorance, or malice.  Help us to speak truth in love with them.  Help us to hear words of truthful warning when they are spoken to us!  Help us to accompany those who resolve to walk in the path of righteousness.  
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord, our earthly leaders – in government, industry, education, and elsewhere – often seem blind, deaf, and dumb.  They refuse wise words, just deliberation, and righteous deeds.  Lead them to repent of selfish, wrongheaded, and evil laws or decisions.  Make them eagerly seek the good You set before us all.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

We plead on behalf of everyone who suffers in body, mind, or spirit – including:
Ron
Hazel
Betty

Tim
Diane
Toni

Rebecca

Bill

Larry

Ed

Emily & baby Sophia

We pray for everyone who cares for hurting, lonely, grieving, and vulnerable people.  Refresh them with Your gracious Spirit and give them the joy of Your saving help.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Most holy Father, thank You for the lives of Your faithful servants who now rest from their labors.  Keep their memories bright and their witness strong.  Keep us in fellowship with them by faith, and with one another by love.  In the fullness of time, gather all who have been redeemed through the death and resurrection of Your Son into the blessedness of Your Kingdom, where with You and the Holy Spirit He reigns as Savior, Lord and God forever.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into Your hands, gracious Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. 
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED
(back cover of hymnal)

I believe in God, the Father almighty,


creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,


He was conceived by the Holy Spirit,


born of the virgin Mary,


suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died, and was buried;


he descended into hell.


On the third day he rose again;


he ascended into heaven,


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.  Amen

*The Peace of the Lord

Pg.
152
P:
The peace of the Lord be with you.

C:
And also, with you.

*The Passing of the Peace
(please remain in place)
The Offering

*The Offering Prayer (#3)
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our possessions.  Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving
Pg.
152
P:
The Lord be with you.

C:
And also, with you.

P:
Lift up your hearts.

C:
We lift them to the Lord.
P:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*The Proper Preface
P:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to You, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*“Holy, Holy, Holy…”
Pg.
153
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
*The Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

*The “Lord’s Prayer”
Pg.
154
P:
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.  Amen.

*Invitation to Communion
Pg.
154
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

Holy Communion

All baptized believers in Jesus Christ as Lord are invited to receive communion today.  Please follow the directions of the ushers.  Children who have not yet received their “first communion” are also invited to come forward, to receive a blessing.

*The Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood…

*Prayer After Communion

P:
Let us pray.

O God, we give You thanks that You have set before us this feast, the body and blood of You Son.  By Your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:
Amen.
*The Hymn
“You Are the Way”
No.
758
Youth Choir

“This Little Light of Mine”
*The Benediction
Pg.
155
*The Dismissal


L:
Go in peace. . . 

C:
Thanks be to God.
The Postlude
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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This is the third Sunday in Lent.  May we worship as did psalmist, who wrote:  “So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory.  Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you” (Psalm 63:2-3, nrsv).  Warm greetings to every worshiper!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God in celebration of the birthday on Wednesday, March 19, 2025, of Katie Spence given by Heather & Todd Tolentino & Michelle & Chad Luker.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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There will be a Special Farewell Breakfast for Gerry & Barb Gosnell on Sunday, March 23, 2025, at 9:00 am.  Join us to wish them well in this new chapter of their life.

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
March 23, 2025 – March 30, 2025

	Sunday the 

23rd

	8:00 am ~ Holy Communion Worship

9:00 am ~ Farewell Breakfast for Gerry & Barb Gosnell

9:15 am ~ Sunday School

10:30 am ~ Holy Communion Worship

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm ~ Bunco

5:00 pm ~ CCYG
Pastor on vacation


	Monday the 24th

	6:00 pm ~ Women’s Bible Study

Pastor on vacation


	Tuesday the 25th

	1:00 pm ~ Pericope Meeting

Pastor on vacation


	Wednesday the 26th

	9:00 am – noon ~ Quilt Ministry
12:00 pm ~ Community Lenten Luncheon @ 1st UMC

6:00 pm ~ Youth Choir practice

7:00 pm ~ Midweek Lenten Service @ St. Paul


	Thursday the 27th

	7:00 pm – 8:00 pm ~ Al-Anon Meeting
8:00 pm ~ AA Meeting


	Friday the 28th

	

	Saturday the 29th

	8:00 am – 9:30 am ~ Men’s Bible Study

5:00 pm ~ Holy Communion Service



	Sunday the

30th

	8:00 am ~ Holy Communion Worship
9:15 am ~ Sunday School

10:30 am ~ Holy Communion Worship
5:00 pm ~ CCYG



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

LENTEN MIDWEEK WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS!
2025 Lenten Series
Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm @ St. Paul Lutheran Church

Wednesday, March 26, 2025:  The Creed as Lent

Creed is what we believe.  What do Lutherans believe?

Wednesday, April 2, 2025:  The First Table as Lent

The First Table of the 10 Commandments are numbers 1-3.  These are first because these are the most important.

Wednesday, April 9, 2025:  The Second Table as Lent

The Second Table of the 10 Commandments are number 4-10 and are an explanation of the First Table, a living out of the First Table.

Join us during Lent! !
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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We offer many different ways to donate to St Paul Lutheran Church. The following QR code is the latest way.  It can be used to direct you to St. Paul Lutheran Church’s electronic giving sign up page. You can always give using the church envelopes, the link on St Paul’s website at stpaulclyde.org, or donate by texting Donate/Donations to 844-440-0253 as well. Thank you for your continued support!

Clyde Area Ministerial Association

Community Lenten Luncheons Schedule

Wednesdays at noon

All lunches will be taking place at

1st United Methodist Church (Clyde)

THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Wednesday, March 26, 2025

“Stations 5 & 6” ~ Jesus is judged by Pilate; Jesus is scourged     and crowned with thorns.

Presented by Deacon Norbert Mayer (St. Paul Lutheran Church)

Meal by St. Mary’s Catholic Church
Wednesday, April 2, 2025

“Stations 7 – 9” ~ Jesus takes up His cross; Jesus is helped by Simon of Cyrene to carry His cross; Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem.

Presented by Pastor Rose Jones

Meal by First Presbyterian Church
Wednesday, April 9, 2025

“Stations 10 – 12” ~ Jesus is crucified; Jesus promises His kingdom to the repentant thief; Jesus entrusts Mary and John to each other.

Presented by Rev. Tim Hubert

Meal by St. Paul Lutheran Church
COMMUNITY GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE

Friday, April 18, 2025 held at

Clyde Christian Church, 206 South Main Street, Clyde

@ NOON

(no lunch)

“Stations 13 & 14” ~ Jesus dies on the cross and Jesus is laid in the tomb.

Presented by Rev. Chuck Butcher

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

FREE COMMUNITY CONCERT

Donations Welcome
“TERRA STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE”

Hosted by:
Grace Lutheran Church

705 West State Street

Fremont, Ohio
Sunday, March 23, 2025

Doors open at 2:30 pm

Concert starts at 3:00 pm

FEATURING:

Terra State Concert Choir

Terra State String Ensemble

Dan Boyle:  Guest Organist

Performing John Leavitt’s “Missa Fgestiva” and more
[image: image7.wmf]CROSS OF LILIES

On Easter Sunday, lilies will again adorn St. Paul’s chancel in the shape of a cross.  Each lily represents an individual and may be given ‘in memory’ or ‘in honor’ of a loved one.

The cost this year will be $5.00 per lily, per person.  

HOW TO PLACE YOU ORDER:

1. Mail or drop off to church office NOW until Sunday, March 30, 2025.

2. Drop off in green boxes.
FIRM DEADLINE to order is Sunday, March 30, 2025, by NOON

Payment must accompany orders.

CROSS OF LILIES
In memory of: 

In honor of:

Given by:

NAME  



  PHONE  



Amount:  $





($5.00 per lily, per person)



(e.g. - Mr. & Mrs. John Doe…$10.00)

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 

ST. PAUL WOMEN

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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CALL COMMITTEE NEEDS YOUR HELP: 
ALL adult members of St. Paul are invited to a Congregational Workshop on Saturday, APRIL 12, 2025.  The workshop will begin at 9:00 am in the Parish hall and end at 2:00 pm.  Lunch will be served by the Women of the Church.
The purpose of this workshop is to assist the Call Committee in developing a profile of the St. Paul community.  We will assess our strengths, acknowledge our growth areas, and heal from past hurts.  Together we will form a refined vision of our congregation - who we are, and who we want to be.  Please prayerfully consider attending!  Everyone has unique insights, ideas, and experiences to share.
8:00 a.m. Service

COMPUTER TECH:
Matt Woodland
READER:
Barb Wahl
USHERS:
Tim Billings

Deb Davenport

Tanner Davenport

Duane Kimmet
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Rev. Dr. Tim Hubert
Phone:  217-778-8017

Office Manager – Stephanie Stull
Phone:  419-547-9225

Clerical Secretary – Sherry Bouyack
Phone:  419-547-9225

Custodian – Terry Langham
Phone:  419-547-9225

Treasurer – Jim Shull
Phone:  419-355-6499

P & W Leader – Brian Farrar
Phone:  419-271-3085

Organists
Barb Gosnell

Linda Thorbahn

http://www.stpaulclyde.org
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Totals for Year-to-Date 2025
Worship Attendance for weekend of March 15 & 16, 2025 
 131
Income from January – February 28, 2025 
 $ 45,859.75
Expense for January – February 28, 2025 
 $ 62,379.75
Shortage for January – February 28, 2025 
 $ 16,529.00
Second Wednesday Lenten Worship Attendance ~ March 19, 2025 
 37
Second Lenten Wednesday Midweek Giving 
 $ 258.00
Third Sunday in Lent


ELW Holy Communion


Traditional Service


Sunday, March 23, 2025


8:00 am
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