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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH

147 West Forest Street

Clyde, Ohio

Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 30, 2025
8:00 am

Holy Communion ~ Setting Four
* = those who are able may stand
Song numbers with “BB” are from the “The Best of the Best” songbook

Prelude
Bell & Announcements

*Confession & Forgiveness

Pg.
94
P:
In the name of the Father,

and of the ☩ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
P:
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C:
Amen.
P:
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P:
Most merciful God,

C:
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.
P:
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C:
Amen.
*The Hymn
“My God, How Wonderful Thou Art”
No.
863
*The Apostolic Greeting
Pg.
147
P:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:
And also, with you.
*The Kyrie

Pg.
147
P:
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

P:
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.
P:
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

P:
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

P:
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

C:
Amen.

The Prayer of the Day (in unison)



Almighty God, grant that we, who for our evil deeds worthily deserve to be punished, by the comfort of your grace, may mercifully be relieved; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

The First Lesson ~ Isaiah 12:1-6
1You will say in that day:  “I will give thanks to you, O Lord, for though you were angry with me, your anger turned away, that you might comfort me.  2“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and will not be afraid; for the Lord God is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.”  3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  4And you will say in that day:  “Give thanks to the Lord, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted.  5“Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth.  6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”

L:
The Word of the Lord.

C:
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 32
1Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!

2Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, and in whose spirit there is no guile!

3While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my groaning all day long.

4For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.

5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.

6I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.”  Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.

7Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.

8You are my hiding place; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

9“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; I will guide you with my eye.

10Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”

11Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.

12Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

L:
Here ends the reading of the Psalm.

C:
Thanks be to God.

The Second Lesson ~ 2 Corinthians 5:16–21
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh.  Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard Him thus no longer.  17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us.  We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  21For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.

L:
The Word of the Lord.

C:
Thanks be to God.

*The “Gospel Acclamation”

Pg.
151
Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
P:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 15th chapter.

C:
Glory to You, O Lord.

*The Gospel ~ Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
1The tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear {Jesus}.  2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”  3So he told them this parable:

11… “There was a man who had two sons.  12And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’  And he divided his property between them.  13Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living.  14And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need.  15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs.  16And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.  17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger!  18I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you.  19I am no longer worthy to be called your son.  Treat me as one of your hired servants.”‘  20And he arose and came to his father.  But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion and ran and embraced him and kissed him.  21And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  22But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet.  23And bring the fattened calf and kill it and let us eat and celebrate.  24For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’  And they began to celebrate.  25Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing.  26And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant.  27And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’  28But he was angry and refused to go in.  His father came out and entreated him, 29but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends.  30But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’  31And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.  32It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”

P:
The Gospel of the Lord.

C:
Praise to You, O Christ.
Sermon 
“A New Creation”

based on 2 Corinthians 5:16-21


The Rev. Dr. Tim Hubert

*Song
“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”
No.
779
*Prayers of Intercession
For the Church, the world, and our poor sinful selves, let us pray to our Lord, Who is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
A brief silence

Dearest Father, thank You for forgiving, welcoming, and restoring us, even when we squander Your gifts and turn away from You!  Thank You for Your Holy Spirit, Who brings us “to our right minds” and helps us repent.  Thank You for Your Son, Who guides us to Your embrace.  He gives His Body and Blood as your homecoming feast, clothes us with His own righteousness and places the signet-ring of His Sonship upon our hand.  We give You thanks, Father, not as we ought, but as we are able.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Make Your Church faithful in proclaiming both Your Law and Gospel.  Make it lovely with holiness, gentle in rebuke, warmhearted in reconciliation, and generous in welcoming all whom You have led to repent.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Help this congregation to pray for, seek out, and forgive those who have wronged us.  Give us patience, graciousness, and humility.  Make this a place where those who are estranged from us, and from You, may return and be reconciled.  We pray for the NALC, area congregations and today for St Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saxonburg.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for families torn apart by sin, squabbling, and selfishness.  Heal them and return each person “to their right minds.”  Deliver them from the pigsty of foolish pride and the far country of hostility.  Take away whatever resentment and hurt stands in the way of healing and reunion.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Forgive those who, though entrusted with authority, power, and influence, have squandered these gifts, and used them foolishly.  Give wisdom, integrity, and prudence to our elected and appointed leaders, to those in the military and first responders and to those entrusted with educating our children or caring for the vulnerable.  And teach us to live at peace with one another, despite our differences! 

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bring healing and hope to all who suffer, including:
Ron
Hazel
Betty

Tim
Diane
Toni
Crew
Rebecca

Bill

Larry

Ed

Emily & baby Sophia

Bring them back from the far country of pain, sorrow, or despair.  Restore them to fellowship with all who love them and increase their trust in You.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Father, You’ve welcomed so many prodigals into Your Kingdom already, including many whom we have loved in this life!  Thank You.  Keep our eyes fixed on the road home to You.  Deliver us from the pig-sty of stubborn pride.  Soften our hearts to help fellow prodigals along the way.  Lavish Your Holy Spirit upon us, so we’re constantly trying to live in faith toward You and in fervent love for one another.  And, at the last, welcome us to the homecoming feast You have prepared for us, Jesus’ wayward sisters and brothers.  We yearn for Your prodigal love to embrace us forever.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, gracious Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. 
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED
(back cover of hymnal)

I believe in God, the Father almighty,


creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,


He was conceived by the Holy Spirit,


born of the virgin Mary,


suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died, and was buried;


he descended into hell.


On the third day he rose again;


he ascended into heaven,


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.  Amen

*The Peace of the Lord

Pg.
152
P:
The peace of the Lord be with you.

C:
And also, with you.

*The Passing of the Peace
(please remain in place)
The Offering

*The Offering Prayer (#3)
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our possessions.  Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving
Pg.
152
P:
The Lord be with you.

C:
And also, with you.

P:
Lift up your hearts.

C:
We lift them to the Lord.
P:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*The Proper Preface
P:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to You, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*“Holy, Holy, Holy…”
Pg.
153
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
*The Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

*The “Lord’s Prayer”
Pg.
154
P:
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.  Amen.

*Invitation to Communion
Pg.
154
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

Holy Communion

All baptized believers in Jesus Christ as Lord are invited to receive communion today.  Please follow the directions of the ushers.  Children who have not yet received their “first communion” are also invited to come forward, to receive a blessing.

*The Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood…

*Prayer After Communion

P:
Let us pray.

O God, we give You thanks that You have set before us this feast, the body and blood of You Son.  By Your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:
Amen.
*The Hymn
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
No.
807
Youth Choir

“Oh, Be Careful Little Eyes”
*The Benediction
Pg.
155
*The Dismissal


L:
Go in peace. . . 

C:
Thanks be to God.
The Postlude
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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From wherever you’ve come, we extend a hearty welcome!  It’s our intention to be warmhearted.  Please introduce yourself to those near you and especially to the worship leaders.

[image: image8.emf]* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God in memory of George & Marjorie Buck.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
[image: image2.png]11:22 © ¥AW75%

Crews Fight Club >

@ Private group - 466 members

Cancel request





His name is Crew Dearth, he was just baptized last month at St Paul, his first birthday is this coming Saturday, March 29, 2025.  He was recently diagnosed with Liver Cancer.

At this time the plan is that he will be having 3 months of chemotherapy, then a liver transplant, then more chemotherapy.  They have created a Facebook page, it's called Crew's Fight Club, to share his story & gather all the prayers they can.  Please pray for 

Crew & his family.

March 30, 2025 – April 6, 2025

	Sunday the 

30th


	8:00 am ~ Holy Communion Worship
9:15 am ~ Sunday School

10:30 am ~ Holy Communion Worship
5:00 pm ~ CCYG



	Monday the 31st


	6:00 pm ~ Women’s Bible Study

6:00 pm ~ Dartball Banquet



	Tuesday the 1st


	1:00 pm ~ Pericope Meeting

7:00 pm ~ Parish Education & Youth Board Meeting



	Wednesday the 2nd


	12:00 pm ~ Community Lenten Luncheon @ 1st UMC

6:00 pm ~ Youth Choir practice

7:00 pm ~ Midweek Lenten Service @ St. Paul



	Thursday the 3rd


	7:00 pm – 8:00 pm ~ Al-Anon Meeting
8:00 pm ~ AA Meeting


	Friday the 4th


	

	Saturday the 5th


	8:00 am – 9:30 am ~ Men’s Bible Study

5:00 pm ~ Holy Communion Service



	Sunday the

6th


	8:00 am ~ Holy Communion Worship
9:15 am ~ Sunday School

9:15 am ~ Women’s Board Meeting

10:30 am ~ Holy Communion Worship/baptism/Rieman




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

LENTEN MIDWEEK WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS!
2025 Lenten Series

Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm @ St. Paul Lutheran Church

Wednesday, April 2, 2025:  The First Table as Lent

The First Table of the 10 Commandments are numbers 1-3.  These are first because these are the most important.

Wednesday, April 9, 2025:  The Second Table as Lent

The Second Table of the 10 Commandments are number 4-10 and are an explanation of the First Table, a living out of the First Table.

Join us during Lent! !

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Clyde Area Ministerial Association

Community Lenten Luncheons Schedule

Wednesdays at noon

All lunches will be taking place at

1st United Methodist Church (Clyde)

THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Wednesday, April 2, 2025

“Stations 7 – 9” ~ Jesus takes up His cross; Jesus is helped by Simon of Cyrene to carry His cross; Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem.

Presented by Pastor Rose Jones

Meal by First Presbyterian Church
Wednesday, April 9, 2025

“Stations 10 – 12” ~ Jesus is crucified; Jesus promises His kingdom to the repentant thief; Jesus entrusts Mary and John to each other.

Presented by Rev. Tim Hubert

Meal by St. Paul Lutheran Church
COMMUNITY GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE

Friday, April 18, 2025 held at

Clyde Christian Church, 206 South Main Street, Clyde

@ NOON

(no lunch)

“Stations 13 & 14” ~ Jesus dies on the cross and Jesus is laid in the tomb.

Presented by Rev. Chuck Butcher

[image: image9.wmf]CROSS OF LILIES

On Easter Sunday, lilies will again adorn St. Paul’s chancel in the shape of a cross.  Each lily represents an individual and may be given ‘in memory’ or ‘in honor’ of a loved one.

The cost this year will be $5.00 per lily, per person.  

HOW TO PLACE YOU ORDER:

1. Mail or drop off to church office NOW until Sunday, March 30, 2025.

2. Drop off in green boxes.
FIRM DEADLINE to order is Sunday, March 30, 2025, by NOON

Payment must accompany orders.

CROSS OF LILIES
In memory of: 

In honor of:

Given by:

NAME  



  PHONE  



Amount:  $





($5.00 per lily, per person)



(e.g. - Mr. & Mrs. John Doe…$10.00)

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 

ST. PAUL WOMEN

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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CALL COMMITTEE NEEDS YOUR HELP:
ALL adult members of St. Paul are invited to a Congregational Workshop on Saturday, APRIL 12, 2025.  The workshop will begin at 9:00 am in the Parish hall and end at 2:00 pm.  Lunch will be served by the Women of the Church.
The purpose of this workshop is to assist the Call Committee in developing a profile of the St. Paul community.  We will assess our strengths, acknowledge our growth areas, and heal from past hurts.  Together we will form a refined vision of our congregation - who we are, and who we want to be.  Please prayerfully consider attending!  Everyone has unique insights, ideas, and experiences to share.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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Mt. Carmel

United Methodist Church

(corner of County Roads 177 & 183, Clyde)

Saturday, April 12, 2025

9:00 am – 3:00 pm

Free Admission

Lots Of Crafts – Bake Sale – Lunch Stand & Homemade Pies

Craft Tables Available

Contact:  Sharon Baxter 419-603-3188

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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We offer many different ways to donate to St Paul Lutheran Church. The following QR code is the latest way.  It can be used to direct you to St. Paul Lutheran Church’s electronic giving sign up page. You can always give using the church envelopes, the link on St Paul’s website at stpaulclyde.org, or donate by texting Donate/Donations to 844-440-0253 as well. Thank you for your continued support!

8:00 a.m. Service

COMPUTER TECH:
Ashley Reed
READER:
Diane Hurst
USHERS:
Kevin Larkins

Tim Billings

Bob Kessler
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Rev. Dr. Tim Hubert
Phone:  217-778-8017

Office Manager – Stephanie Stull
Phone:  419-547-9225

Clerical Secretary – Sherry Bouyack
Phone:  419-547-9225

Custodian – Terry Langham
Phone:  419-547-9225

Treasurer – Jim Shull
Phone:  419-355-6499

P & W Leader – Brian Farrar
Phone:  419-271-3085

Organists
Linda Thorbahn
Mary Ellen Wollenslegel
http://www.stpaulclyde.org
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Totals for Year-to-Date 2025
Worship Attendance for weekend of March 22 & 23, 2025 
 140
Income from January – February 28, 2025 
 $ 45,859.75
Expense for January – February 28, 2025 
 $ 62,379.75
Shortage for January – February 28, 2025 
 $ 16,529.00
Second Wednesday Lenten Worship Attendance ~ March 26, 2025 
 34
Second Lenten Wednesday Midweek Giving 
 $ 248.00
Fourth Sunday in Lent


ELW Holy Communion


Traditional Service


Sunday, March 30, 2025


8:00 am
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